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Southern historians state that at even this time Lee's army was reduced to great extremity ; that there was seen the day when the Confederate chief had neither the means to cook the next nieal for himself, nor to serve the next ration to his soldiers. Large foraging" parties were sent out, and as these frequently met those of the Union army on the same errand, some important skirmishes resulted. It was on one of these occasions that Ord met Stuart and routed his four regiments and a six-gun battery.
General Hancock's brigade also took part in the frequent reconnoissances that were required at this time, often taking on the form of a considerable march, and usually involving a skirmish which sometimes had almost the character of a battle.
On one of these occasions, after a detachment of Hancock's command had driven a small body of Confederates across the York River, they proceeded, under orders, as usual in such cases, to search the neighboring houses, all being presumptively occupied by rebel sympathizers, and possibly having granted shelter to some of the enemy. As the men entered one of these houses, they were accosted by the housewife :
"What do you want?"
f* "We are looking for Johnnies, madam."
"Well, there ain't none in this house, an7 you better clear out quick."
"It is our orders to search every house, madam, and we cannot leave until we have searched yours."
" Search my house! I'd like to see Yankees do that!"
